Numeracy guidance week beginning 18th May 2020


This week we would like to introduce addition. To do this with children this age we would talk about from the perspective of ‘combining sets’. For the children we would say ‘How many will I have if I put these sets together?’ We would not yet use the + and = symbols. At this stage when discussing this learning we would use the language ‘1 and 2 is the same as 3’, ‘2 and 2 is 4’ or ‘2 and 2 altogether makes 4.’ This continues on from our part part whole model.
At this stage this really needs to be taught practically. There are some ideas below:
[image: The CPA approach explained]
Over the next couple of weeks we can introduce the + and = symbols. 

We would first write:

2 and 1 altogether makes 3. 

We would then say to the children that instead of using ‘all those letters’ (and) we can just use this symbol + and
 instead of having to write ‘is the same as…’ we can just put this symbol =

 We can then discuss how there are lots of ways we can say ‘and’ – plus, add,etc but we just use +
Also then discuss that there are many ways to say = ; is the same as, equals, altogether.

The language and discussion of all mathematical concepts is very important. We can easily jump to showing 
children the symbols and tell them what they mean. The children will often appear to pick it up quickly,
 but we have to be sure they understand it. It’s imperative that they are completely secure in the 
concept, of what they are doing and why they are doing it. As the children move up through the school mathematical concepts begin to come thick and fast and if the foundation of the knowledge is not there the children can struggle later. ‘Overlearning’ is useful in maths.  

(We hope this comes across as passionate rather than overzealous!)
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The CPA Approach
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Combining 2 groups

Guidance

Children begin to combine 2 groups to find how many
altogether. They should be given opportunities to do
this in many contexts using real objects.

The interactive whiteboard files can be used to create
scenes for the children to discuss.
Encourage the children to subitise where possible
although they may need to count in ones to find how
many altogether.

A part-whole model could be used to show the
relationship between the parts and the whole.

Other Resources ﬂ@

Board games such as snakes and ladders - Roll 2
dice. How many spaces can you move altogether?

“ Quack and Count by Keith Baker
Animals on board by Stuart Murphy

Prompts for Learning

Tell your partner about the leaves.

el $F4 ¥

How many are red? How many are green?
How many leaves altogether?
Provide pictures or small world scenes which provide
opportunities for combining 2 groups.

What can you see in the picture?
How many big fish can you see? How many small fish?
How many fish altogether?
How many yellow shells? How many pink shells?
How many shells altogether?
| spy a group of 3 and a group of 2. What am | looking at?

What is the same? What is different?
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Combining 2 groups Construction

Provide blocks or cubes in 2 different
colours. Ask the children to explore
different ways of combining the 2 colours
to make towers of different sizes.
Ask the children to compare their towers.
Are any of their towers the same?

Finger gym
Provide a coat hanger and a basket
of up to 10 pegs.
Ask the children to put the pegs
onto the hanger and to explore how

their number can be partitioned in
different ways and recombined to

see how many altogether. Snack

Work with groups of up to 8 children.
& Explain there are 2 choices for snack.

ﬁ& Small world %@ Choose 2 of the group to be the waiters

Look for opportunities to combine 2 groups during and ask what everyone would like.

independent play. For example, ‘/ see you have some (Ask how they could record this to help

red cars and some blue cars. | wonder how many cars them remember)
you have altogether’ How many children are there?

How many dolls are upstairs? How many downstairs? Do they have they have the right number
How many dolls are there altogether? of snacks altogether?





